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Global Cultures Curriculum is intended to be a radically new ap-
proach to the humanities. Students are invited to critically analyze 
the “shock of the global” that is shaping our lives and societies and 
to abandon the traditional Eurocentric and state-centered approa-
ches and methodologies. Hybridization among methods and re-
search fields, experimentation of new forms of interaction bet-
ween academics and students, and a strong emphasis on cross-cul-
tural and transnational connections are all essential elements for a 
new critical perspective in the study of past and present academic 
discourse.  

In line with research fields such as world and global history and 
post-colonial studies, Global Cultures gives a global outlook on 
the humanities. “Global” is not solely a synonym of “world-wide,” 
a dichotomy of the past and present, or limit our research to a 
particular geographical scale. Rather, the term encompasses sy-
stems and processes of displacement and disorientation of Euro-
centric and methodological nationalism still dominant in con-
temporary academic discourse. Bridging together a unique cultu-
ral and pedagogical interaction among its teachers, this program offers an interdisciplinary dialogue 
among three main research fields: history, anthropology, and critical theory. During the first year, stu-
dents will acquire fundamental methodological tools in order to critically analyze the dynamics of the 
global age. "e following year, students will develop a custom program of study according to their inte-
rests along three main research lines: history studies (from ancient to contemporary), non-Western cul-
tural traditions, and political and social thought. "ese topics will drive students’ research forward and 
culminate in an original dissertation.  

"e program strongly emphasizes experimentation of new research tools and methods of teaching, with 
faculty research directly available to students in the form of seminars, labs, guided individual research, 
etc., and with a special focus on new opportunities offered by the increasing digitalization of the huma-
nities. As a member of a small graduate cohort admitted each year, students will join a close-knit and 
dynamic community with global research projects that incorporate diverse media and methods. Pro-

spective students are expected to be familiar with in-
struments, languages, and modes of research in the hu-
manities. "ey must also possess a critical view and in-
sight into the past, and to be aware of the dynamic na-
ture of historiography and academic discourse under 
the larger frameworks of time and culture. Students fa-
miliar with comparative methods, spatial, chronologi-
cal and thematic approaches toward historiographical 
research are encouraged to apply. Students must also 
have the ability to communicate orally and have strong 
English writing skills. 



GLOBAL CULTURES – GLOC

COURSE STRUCTURE 
First year__________________________________________________________ 

GLOBALIZATION AND ITS MALCONTENTS 
Conflicts and Inequalities in the Neoliberal Era 
Global Health and Suffering 

HISTORICAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND EARLY MODERN GLOBALIZATION  
HISTORY OF CULTURAL EXCHANGES IN THE MODERN AGE  
OCEANIC STUDIES 

Atlantic and Global History of Modern Political Concepts  
Indian Ocean History 

SENIOR SEMINAR IN GLOBAL HUMANITIES 
WORLD HISTORY 

Europe in World History 
World History: "eory and Methodology 

GEOGRAPHIES OF GLOBAL CHALLENGES 

Second year_______________________________________________________ 

One elective among the following list: 
• CRITICAL GEOPOLITICS 
• CRITICAL THEORIES OF CONTEMPORARY CAPITALISM 
• ENTANGLED HISTORY AND RELIGIONS 
• FEMINIST CRITIQUES OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL THOUGHT  
• LANGUAGE AND LATE CAPITALISM 

One elective among the following list:  
• ENDANGERED GLOBAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE: THE MEDITERRANEAN AND THE NEAR EAST  
• INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF COLONIAL AND POST-COLONIAL SOUTH ASIA  
• NARRATIVES OF OTHERS AND THE SELF IN ARAB CULTURE  
• THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE IN THE EURASIAN CONTEXT  

Two elective among the following list:  
• CROSS-CULTURAL ENCOUNTERS IN THE MEDIEVAL WORLD 
• GLOBAL HISTORY OF THE LONG NINETEENTH CENTURY 
• HISTORY OF COLONIAL AND POST-COLONIAL SPACES 
• ROME AND THE UNIVERSAL 
• RUSSIA IN GLOBAL HISTORY 

One elective among the following list: 
• KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE AND STORAGE BEFORE THE PRINTED BOOK 
• MUSEOLOGY, MUSEOGRAPHY AND VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENTS 
• SEMANTIC DIGITAL LIBRARIES 

One elective among Unibo teachings. Suggested: 
• CRITICAL GEOPOLITICS 
• CRITICAL THEORIES OF CONTEMPORARY CAPITALISM 
• CROSS-CULTURAL ENCOUNTERS IN THE MEDIEVAL WORLD 
• ENTANGLED HISTORY AND RELIGIONS 
• FEMINIST CRITIQUES OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL THOUGHT 
• GLOBAL HISTORY OF THE LONG NINETEENTH CENTURY 
• HISTORY OF COLONIAL AND POST-COLONIAL SPACES 
• INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF COLONIAL AND POST-COLONIAL SOUTH ASIA 
• LANGUAGE AND LATE CAPITALISM 
• NARRATIVES OF OTHERS AND THE SELF IN ARAB CULTURE 
• ROME AND THE UNIVERSAL 
• RUSSIA IN GLOBAL HISTORY 
• THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE IN THE EURASIAN CONTEXT 

FINAL EXAMINATION: students can prepare the dissertation abroad and/or carry out an internship abroad 
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COURSE UNITS 

ATLANTIC AND GLOBAL HISTORY OF MODERN POLITICAL CONCEPTS – Raffaele Laudani 
Students will acquire the fundamental methodological and theoretical tools of the so-
called «Atlantic History», which redefines the spatial limits of Modern politics, con-
sidering Europe, Africa and the Americas as part of one and the same global expe-
rience. "is perspective well developed in North American universities will be exten-
ded to the history of political concepts, with a special attention to antagonistic poli-
tical cultures and resistance movements, but also to the colonial dimension embed-
ded in the great classics of Modern and contemporary political thought. 

 

CONFLICTS AND INEQUALITIES IN THE NEOLIBERAL ERA – Luca Jourdan 
Students will develop a critical understanding of neoliberal political-economy and 
its social impacts in local contexts Students will develop a critical approach to aid 
industry as a key issue to understand global governance processes. Students will be 
able to create autonomously a bibliography and a research project on the different 
issues pertaining to the course. 
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CRITICAL GEOPOLITICS – Claudio Minca 
The course will examine the history and the contemporary use of Geopolitics in order to 
critically examine the political geographies of European imperialism, cold war and post-
cold war geopolitics, and the contemporary geopolitical landscapes. In particular, que-
stions of borders, migrations and biopolitics will be discussed in relation to the ‘making 
of the European Self ’ and its associated geographies. The postcolonial and the decolonial 
will also be presented by taking into consideration a geographical perspective. 

CRITICAL THEORIES OF CONTEMPORARY CAPITALISM – Sandro Mezzadra 
"rough the critical review of classical theories of capitalism, students will be able to 
discuss both fixed and invariant elements in the development of modern capitalism 
and what makes peculiar its contemporary forms. "ey will acquire specific aware-
ness of some of the most important concepts in present intellectual and political de-
bate, such as globalization, financialization, etc. "e course will start with a histori-
cal and theoretical framing of the question regarding the peculiarity of contempora-
ry capitalism, briefly considering some of the most influential classical approaches to 

the study of capitalism. It will subsequently focus on more recent debates and will examine several pro-
posals to conceptually grasp the specific capitalist formation that began to take shape in the early 1970s. 

CROSS-CULTURAL ENCOUNTERS IN THE MEDIEVAL WORLD – Irene Bueno 
Students will be familiar with the main theoretical and practical challenges of global 
and cross cultural perspectives to the study of the medieval world. With a special 
focus on the medieval Mediterranean and on the routes to Asia from 1000 to 1500, 
students will be aware of patterns of religious, commercial, and intellectual commu-
nication among the Latins, the East Christians, the Arabs, and the Mongols. By the 
discussion of selected sources and secondary literature about phenomena, such as 
crusades, missions, travel, and trade, will acquire knowledge of the actors and spaces 

involved and on the meaning of traversing cultural and geographical boundaries in the medieval world 
and will develop skills of source criticism and acquire appropriate methods and terminology required by 
the discipline. 

ENDANGERED GLOBAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE: THE MEDITERRANEAN AND THE NEAR EAST 
"e course aims to provide students with the basic theoretical knowledge to understand cultural herita-
ge. "e course will cover a wide range of topics, such as the cultural heritage key concepts, the main ac-
tors involved, the strategies put in place to prevent threats and damages, and the current challenges. "e 
global perspective reached by the cultural heritage nowadays will be also explored, taking into account 
the dichotomy between Western and indigenous narratives of heritage. 

ENTANGLED HISTORY AND RELIGIONS – Cristiana Facchini 
The course offers an introduction to a connected history of religions, through methodo-
logical and theoretical approaches that aim to locate religious practices, beliefs, and insti-
tutions in historical perspective and interconnected contexts. The aim of this unit is to 
explore how religious groups create their world-views, communicate, and interact; how 
religious notions are translated, contested, exported, and appropriated. Students will be 
introduced to specialized literature that will enable them to understand how religions 
create and/or negotiate with processes such as urbanization, technology, changes in me-
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dia and communication, and economy. At the end of the course students will have a general knowledge of 
methods and historiography, along with some skills in analyzing sources that will enable them to understand 
how religions have forged processes of globalization and how, in turn, are transformed by them. 

EUROPE IN WORLD HISTORY – Marica Tolomelli 
The course will illustrate some specific research paths in order to introduce students to 
research techniques and methodologies as well as to a critical use of sources and litera-
ture. Case studies and actual research experiences, which will be discussed with studen-
ts, will range on a wide series of topics drawn from migration history, history of ideas, 
circulation, material exchange and consumption patterns, global labour history, social 
protests, transnational mobilizations processes, power forms and resistance strategies. 
 

FEMINIST CRITIQUES OF POLITICAL AND SOCIAL THOUGHT – Paola Rudan 
At the end of the course students will acquire a knowledge of the ways in which wo-
men had historically criticized the theoretical justification of their subordination arti-
culated in Western political and social thought. By applying the fundamental tools of 
feminist and post-colonial theories, the course will provide an historical analysis of po-
litical and social concepts––such as authority, freedom, rights, citizenship, society, la-
bor––as the expression of gendered relations of power. 
 

GEOGRAPHIES OF GLOBAL CHALLENGES – Elisa Magnani 
The course aims at offering an analysis of some of the global challenges the population 
of the planet has been facing since the second half of the 20th century. Among these, 
the critical relation with the natural resources and with the concept of development 
and, above all, climate change, the greatest global challenge of our age, with its con-
nections to territorial development, ecological risk and food security, tourism and the 
consumption of natural resources. At the end of the course, the student will have ac-
quired the critical tools to analyze the global challenges of our society, through the ac-

quisition of theoretical and empirical knowledge on climate change, environmental and socio-cultural im-
pacts of development and tourism, the promotion and protection of biological and cultural diversity. 
 

GLOBAL HEALTH AND SUFFERING – Ivo Quaranta 
Students will develop a critical understanding of global health policy as a historical, 
political and moral assemblage to deal with the consequences of global inequalities. 
"ey will also gain an appreciation of illness and suffering as the personal embodi-
ment of broader social processes within local moral worlds embedded in historically 
deep and geographically broad social dynamics. 

 

GLOBAL HISTORY OF THE LONG NINETEENTH CENTURY – Ilaria Porciani 
"is course offers a multifaceted portrait of a world in deep transition. Students will 
become familiar with a truly comparative and global approach to the complex forces 
that drove global change during the "long nineteenth century." Students will ap-
proach constitutional issues, structures and models of education, the construction of 
nation states and empires in comparative perspective, as well as the relationships 
between human beings and nature and gender relations. 
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HISTORICAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND EARLY MODERN GLOBALIZATION – Davide Domenici 
"e course focuses on the political, economic, and cultural European expansion in 
America and the Philippines in the 16th and 17th centuries as one of the key phe-
nomena that ignited the process of early modern globalization. "e classes will tac-
kle early modern globalization from the perspective of historical anthropology, stres-
sing how the global circulation of goods, people and ideas was combined with un-
precedented processes of cultural hybridization. At the end of the course the student 
will be able to contextualize the European conquest of America within a global hi-

storical and cultural framework, as well as to independently engage in the critical analysis of relevant 
sources using the methodologies of historical anthropology. 

HISTORY OF COLONIAL AND POST-COLONIAL SPACES 
Students will reach an understanding of the social and cultural history of areas of the world that have 
been subject to modern colonial rule and that, in most cases, experienced a subsequent phase of politi-
cal decolonization. Students will be able to critically engage in the study of different kinds of sources, 
using a comparative perspective. "ey will acquire the analytical tools needed to properly investigate the 
complex social, cultural, and political realities of colonial and postcolonial spaces. At the end of the 
course, students will also be able to deploy their analytical skills in professional activities linked with the 
popularization and public use of historical knowledge. 

HISTORY OF CULTURAL EXCHANGES IN THE MODERN AGE 
Students will demonstrate awareness of the cultural dimension of Modern economy and society. Special 
attention will be given to free and forced movements of people in relation to global phenomena such as 
geographical discoveries, colonialism, and capitalist expansion. At the end of the course students will 
have acquired a fundamental knowledge of the historical foundations of cultural interactions and con-
flicts typical of the global age. 
  

INDIAN OCEAN HISTORY – Karin Pallaver 
"e course focuses on the circulation of people, goods and ideas across the oceanic 
space as a way to understand the connections and disconnections that created a uni-
fied system of cultural and economic exchange. It investigates the indigenous re-
sponses to European commercial intrusions that started in the 16th century and ex-
plores the impact of the development of formal colonial rule in the 19th century. 
Students will analyze travel accounts, novels, historical sources, and scholarly works 
within the historiographical debates that characterize the Indian Ocean Studies field. 

"ey will reach an understanding of the Indian Ocean cultures, economies and societies through a non-
Eurocentric approach to processes of globalization. 

INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF COLONIAL AND POST-COLONIAL SOUTH ASIA – Saverio Marchignoli 
Students will acquire high-level knowledge of intellectual transformations and history 
of thought in modern and contemporary South Asia, specifically during the colonial 
and post-colonial period. Students will know in depth the issue of religious and social 
reforms and recognize the main theoretical positions emerged in the current debate on 
the historiographical and anthropological representation of the development of South 
Asian society. Students are also able to properly communicate in written and oral form 
what they learned, using appropriate bibliography in view of further original research. 
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KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE AND STORAGE BEFORE THE PRINTED BOOK – Giulio Iovine 
Students will have a critical understanding of the different systems of attainment, 
transfer and conservation of knowledge in ancient societies all over the world. Students 
will be able to analyze the methods and procedures of exchanging and archiving wi-
sdom in different cultures and will be able to compare them in regard of their specific 
aims and their effectiveness in storing knowledge and information, with special atten-
tion to material aspects. Students will be able to undertake an informed review of re-
cently established databases which aim at collecting data and texts of ancient authors 

and literary works, and to carve out new tendencies in the conception of modern storage systems on the 
basis of a widened perspective of classification of cultural memories. Students will acquire awareness of 
recent developments in Digital Papyrology and be able to manage and communicate interdisciplinary and 
intercultural connections, also considering different scientific approaches. 

LANGUAGE AND LATE CAPITALISM – Aurora Donzelli 
Students will show an understanding of the role that language plays in producing 
and unraveling contemporary global capitalism. Whether we see it as a commodity, 
a form of symbolic capital, a means of production, a disciplinary script, or a subver-
sive technique of emancipation, language participates both in structuring and un-
dermining the forms of political rationality and moral subjectivity that characterize 
our neoliberal present. Far from being a mere device for the transmission of infor-
mation, language plays an important role in reproducing structures of social inequa-

lity and challenging power relations. "roughout the course, students will develop tools to analyze the 
discursive and semiotic forms that characterize our everyday lives. "ey will learn how to look at lingui-
stic interactions and graphic artifacts (i.e., street signage, typefaces, letterforms, brands, logos, and other 
types of graphic media) as socially and politically meaningful semiotic technologies that shape our 
worlds. By the end of the course, students will gain a practice-based and theory-driven understanding of 
the intersection between language and capitalism, which they will be able to deploy in a vast range of 
professional and academic domains. 

MUSEOLOGY, MUSEOGRAPHY AND VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENTS 
Students will acknowledge that when an asset is musealized, it needs special processes: It has to be reco-
gnized, it has to be cured, and it needs special care before and after its entrance in the Museum. Studen-
ts will acquire understanding of museography and museology as theory and practice of the care and in-
terpretation of heritage. Students will be acquainted with the computational processes involved in the 
discipline, with a focus on virtual museum, and digital curation. 
 

NARRATIVES OF OTHERS AND THE SELF IN ARAB CULTURE – Giuseppe Cecere 
"e course focuses on critical approach to notions of «identity» and «otherness» in-
side the Arab World, on the grounds of varied social representations and ideological 
constructions on ethnicity and «phenotypical» diversity produced by Arab writers in 
different times and regions. "e making and evolutions of the very notion of «Ara-
bicity» across the centuries will thus be analyzed from different perspectives, relying 
on a wide set of Arabic sources witnessing to different and often conflicting attitudes 
on supposed relations between «Arabicity» and language, religion, genealogy, ethni-

city. "e course aims at providing students with a varied set of tools for proper linguistic analysis, histo-
rical contextualization and critical deconstruction of narratives and representations connected to the 
issues of «identity» and «otherness» produced within the Arab World. 
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ROME AND THE UNIVERSAL – Alessandro Cristofori 
"e course aims at examining the conceptual grounds of the Universal claim, which 
are to be connected to political-military elements as well as to cultural and juridical 
patterns. "e roman idea of a Universal empire will be compared to other contem-
porary Universal empires, like e.g. Alexander the Great's empire or the Chinese Han 
dynasty’s Empire, as well as analyzed with a diachronic approach by taking into ac-
count how the notion of universal imperial rule has shaped the idea of international 
order after the end of Antiquity, from the Middle Ages to the present days. Repre-

sentations and auto-representations of the roman universal cosmic order will be explored by taking into 
account different approaches, among which the historiographical perspective and the actual organiza-
tional and political patterns will assume specific relevance. 

RUSSIA IN GLOBAL HISTORY – Vanessa Voisin 
Students will have acquired an understanding of the historical role played by Russia 
at a global level, especially as a key region located at the intersection of the European 
and Asian worlds. Students will be able to critically engage the study of Russian po-
litical, economic, social and cultural history, being capable to adopt sound theoreti-
cal frameworks and to read a wide set of different relevant sources. At the end of the 
course, students will also be able to deploy their analytical skills in professional acti-
vities linked with the popularization and public use of historical knowledge. 

SEMANTIC DIGITAL LIBRARIES 
Libraries have always been an inspiration for the standards and technologies developed by semantic web 
activities. At the end of the course the students will learn how to manage the process related to a DL crea-
tion: from the metadata choice to the ontologies selection; from the network issues to the architecture im-
plementation; from the preservation of data to the curation of the life cycle of digital cultural objects. 
 

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE IN THE EURASIAN CONTEXT – Cigdem Oguz 
The program deals with the history of the Ottoman Empire with an emphasis on its 
geography, frontiers, and relations based on certain units/themes of study. The pro-
gram follows a semi-cronological approach and a thematic division of topics. These 
topics are not only chosen to elaborate on watershed moments in the history of the 
Empire, but also to reflect on the empire’s role in global events. 

 

WORLD HISTORY: THEORY AND METHODOLOGY – Paolo Capuzzo 
Students will face the concept of universal history centered around Europe and We-
stern Civilization as well as with the ways through which this narrative has been de-
constructed by means of alternative and peripheral critical stances. Lectures will take 
advantage of different traditions of critical thought as cultural Marxism, anti-impe-
rialist and Afro-American thought, cultural and postcolonial studies. "e course will 
provide students with a sound theoretical framework within which specific research 
interests could be developed. 
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FACULTY 
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