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Is Science Universal? 
Language, Culture, and Knowledge

Convenor: Prof. Mariangela Picciuolo 

Thursday, 14 May 2026, 11:00–13:00, 
Aula II, Via Zamboni 38 – DISCI 

Speaker: Prof. Nilson Kunioshi 
(Waseda University)

How did English become the global language of science? 
What does this mean for how knowledge is produced and 
shared? This seminar brings together science, language, and 
culture, exploring how cultural backgrounds shape the way 
knowledge is taught, communicated, and understood. 
Is science truly universal, or is it shaped by language and 
culture?

Nilson Kunioshi is a Brazilian scholar working in Japan at the Faculty of 
Science and Engineering of Waseda University, where he is affiliated with 
both the Center for English Language Education and the Department of 
Materials Science. 

— The seminar will be held in English —
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